
Bright FUTURE

E N D O W M E N T  R E P O R T
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Strong ROOTS



Michelle Martinez -Thomas
Board Chair
Colorado State University Foundation

Allen Padilla
Interim President/CEO & Chief Financial Officer
Colorado State University Foundation

E N D O W M E N T  R E P O R T
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

To our incredible community of 
endowment donors: thank you. Your 
generosity and vision are powerful 
forces for good at Colorado State 
University. When you make an endowed 
gift, you invest in something bigger 
than today. An endowed gift is a 
lasting promise, rooted in the power of 
education, discovery, and outreach to lift 
generations to come. The Colorado State 
University Foundation fulfills that promise 
by managing each gift with care and 
purpose. 

This past year was marked by transition, 
change, and economic uncertainty. 
Between February and March of 2025, the 
market declined sharply, dropping 21%. 
During that same period, the endowment 
saw only a modest 2.3% decrease. 
As the market rebounded, so did our 
investments. We closed the fiscal year 
with 9.3% growth, well above our average 
35-year annualized return of 8.56%. 

The result? The CSU Foundation’s 
endowment grew to $667.5 million, up 
nearly $44 million from last year. Total 
invested assets increased by $70 million, 
reaching $820.5 million.

That kind of return is no accident. It 
reflects the power of philanthropy and 
the strength of a deliberate, long-term 
investment strategy led by our Board 
of Directors. That’s the heart of our 
approach: to protect your investment 
and deliver consistent financial support, 
even in challenging times.

That growth enables us to do even more 
for the University. For fiscal year 2026, the 
Foundation will distribute $22.3 million 
– $1 million more than last year – to the 
people, programs, and priorities that 
make CSU extraordinary.

At the same time, we have made 
adjustments to ensure that our support 
for CSU today does not come at 
tomorrow’s expense. To balance existing 
needs with long-term sustainability, the 
Foundation reduced the FY25 payout 
rate from 4.25% to 4.0%, aligning with 
projections for more modest market 
returns. We also lowered endowment 

management fees for the second time in 
three years, from 1.70% to 1.50%. Together, 
these changes mean more of your 
investment is dedicated to what matters 
most: creating opportunities and laying 
a strong foundation for what’s next.

We know that endowment donors like 
you are driven by a desire to create 
lasting impact. Looking ahead, we remain 
committed to building momentum, 
honoring your intent, and helping to 
advance CSU’s mission. Thank you for 
inspiring our community and grounding 
us in purpose.

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C S U  F O U N D A T I O N

We are grateful for donors like you who make the promise of CSU’s 
land-grant mission a reality for our deserving students and world-
class educators. I’m honored to join this special community whose 
generosity reflects both deep care and bold vision. Your trust forms the 
roots we build upon, and your investment gives us the ability to pursue 
opportunities that transform lives.”  

– Scott Roberts, Vice President for University Advancement

“
With gratitude, 
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Thanks to the 
contributions of  
generous donors 
and strong 
investment 
performance, the 
endowment saw  

9.3% 
growth  
T H I S  Y E A R .

Since its inception 
in 1991, the CSU 
Foundation’s 
investment portfolio 
has realized an  

8.56% 
A N N U A L I Z E D 
R E T U R N .
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Your generosity and vision are 
powerful forces for good.
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